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PROGRAMME FOR THE  
 

Maiden Virtual International Conference 

of AccexGate Global 

 

ECONOMIC DISRUPTION AND GLOBAL IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON SOCIETY  

(VICED-GI-COVID-19) 

 

S U B - T H E M E S:  

Potentials of COVID-19 for Economic Greatness in:  

Agriculture, Agribusiness, Management, Marketing, Accounting, Banking and Finance, 

Logistics and Transport, Politics, Security, Sport, Tourism, Globalization, Education, Sciences, 

Social Sciences and Humanities, Arts, Veterinary Sciences, Health and Medicine, Information 

Technology, etc. 

 

 

 

DAY 1: PRESENTATION BY KEY AND GUEST SPEAKERS 

Time:  Aug 27, 2020 10:00 AM West Central Africa 

 

1. INTRODUCTION OF DIGNITARIES 

2. OPENING REMARK BY THE CHAIRMAN ACCEXGATE GLOBAL 

3. WELCOME ADDRESS BY THE CHAIRMAN C.O.C. 

4. KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

5.GUEST SPEAKERS 

6. INTRODUCING THE BOOK OF ABSTRACT 

7. PAPER PRESENTATION BY ATTENDEES  

8. CLOSING REMARK BY CHAIRMAN C.O.C.  

 

DAY 2: PLENARY SESSION – PAPER PRESENTATION 

Time: Aug 28, 2020 10:00 AM West Central Africa 

 

1. EDUCATION PAPERS 

2. MANAGEMENT, FINANCE, MARKETING, ENTREPRENEURSHIP, BUSINESS 

ADMINISTRATION, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

3. ARTS, HUMANITIES, LAW, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

4. MATHEMATICS, ENGINEERING, ICT, PURE AND APPLIED SCIENCES 

5. AGRICULTURE, AGRIBUSINESS, FOOD SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

6. OTHERS  

7. DEPARTURE  
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KEY SPEAKER 

 
Prof. Maduike, C. O.Ezeibe, Professor of Veterinary Medicine 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Maduike , C. O. Ezeibe is a Nigerian. He is a professor of Veterinary medicine in the 

Department of Veterinary Medicine, Michael Okpara University of Agriculture, Umudike-

Nigeria and a graduate of University of Nigeria, Nsukka from where he obtained Doctor of 

Veterinary Medicine Degree(DVM), M.Sc and Ph.D . He is also a fellow of College of 

Veterinary Surgeons, Nigeria (FCVSN). Prof Ezeibe has won many academic prizes, including: 

best student in Veterinary microbiology, pathology, public health and jurisprudence and in 

Veterinary clinics. In 2011 he won Nigerian government`s presidential standing committee 

award, for invention of Medicinal synthetic Aluminum – magnesium silicate (Nanoparticles)- a 

broad-spectrum antiviral medicine which has proved effective against Avian influenza virus, 

Measles virus, Newcastle disease virus, Peste des petits ruminants virus, Infectious bursal 

disease virus, Egg drop syndrome 76 virus, Avian pox virus and Canine parvovirus. For virology 

2015, Professor Ezeibe shall discuss: Clinical trial of antiretroviral effects of the Medicinal 

synthetic Aluminum – magnesium silicate (Nanoparticles). 
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GUEST SPEAKER 

 
Prof. Richard Mayungbe, Professor of Finance and Forensics 

 

 
 

Prof. Richard Mayungbe attended the School of Accountancy & Business Studies and 

Canterbury University, UK, Obafemi Awolowo University Ile-Ife, University of Calabar, Ladoke 

Akintola University of Technology, Ogbomosho, all in Nigeria and Gordon University, Florida. 

He holds the PhD (Finance), MSc (Finance), MBA (Finance), Post-Graduate Diploma in 

Management, and BSc (Accounting) as well as an Advanced Diploma in Banking & Finance. He 

is Fellow of the Institute of Company & Commercial Accountants, a Fellow of the Institute of 

Credit Administration, Fellow of the International Institute of Certified Forensic Investigations 

Professionals, Fellow of the International Academy of Forensics, a Canadian Certified 

Professional Forensic Accountant, Chartered Forensic and Investigative Auditors, Associate of 

the Institute of Credit Management, as well as a Fraud Examiner. Richard is a Member of the 

Institute of Planning, and a Subject Matter Expert at the Bankers Academy, U.SA. He also holds 

the SEC License as a Financial/Investment Adviser in the Federal Republic of Nigeria. He is a 

Canadian Chartered Management Consultant as well as a member of the Nigerian Institute of 

Training and Development. Richard is a CMD Certified Management Trainer. He is also 

Certified In Supply Chain and Operations Management (CISCOM) and holds the CISCOM 

Certified Trainer’s License in Africa He is an Adjunct Professor of Financial Control at the 

Lincoln University, California – SKB Executive Business School, and a faculty member at the 

Institute of Planning, Nigeria. He is a Licensed Education Provider for the Institute of Certified 

Forensic Accountants Canada. Richard is a member of the ACFE Advisory Council, as well as a 

member of SEC Capital Market Committee on New Products & Processes. Richard is a Visiting 

Professor of Forensics at the Copper Stone University, Zambia. He has presented many research 

papers at conferences, seminars, symposia and workshops locally and internationally. He 

represents in Nigeria, The Institute of Certified Forensic Accountants, (ICFA) Canada, Business 

Research and Services Institute, (BRASI), USA, and the Chartered Institute of Management 

Consultants, Canada. He is the Chief Executive of TSI Limited, (www.tsigroups.com) a research 

and training outfit with head office in Lagos and branches along the ECOWAS, Asia, Europe 

and America. He is also the Managing Partner of Richard & Co. Forensic Accountants with 

offices across Africa. 
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OPENING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMAN, C.O.C. OF VICED-GI-COVID-19 

The world is facing an unprecedented test.  And this is the moment of truth. Hundreds of thousands of 

people are falling seriously ill from COVID-19, and the disease is spreading exponentially in many 

places. Societies are in turmoil and economies are in a nose-dive. The International Monetary Fund has 

reassessed the prospect for growth for 2020 and 2021, declaring that we have entered a recession – as bad 

as or worse than in 2009. We must respond decisively, innovatively and together to suppress the spread of 

the virus and address the socio-economic devastation that COVID-19 is causing in all regions. The 

magnitude of the response must match the scale of the crisis – large-scale, coordinated and 

comprehensive, with country and international responses being guided by the World Health Organization. 

And it must be multilateral, with countries showing solidarity to the most vulnerable communities and 

nations. The message of the conference today is clear: Economic Disruption and Global Impact of 

COVID-19 on Society (VICED-GI-COVID-19). It is a call to action. 

First, for an immediate coordinated health response to suppress transmission and end the pandemic. A 

response that scales up health capacity for testing, tracing, quarantine and treatment, while keeping first 

responders safe, combined with measures to restrict movement and contact. A response that delivers 

universal access to treatment and vaccines, when they are ready. It is essential that developed countries 

immediately assist those less developed to bolster their health systems and their response capacity to stop 

transmission. 

Second, we must tackle the devastating social and economic dimensions of this crisis, with a focus on the 

most affected: women, older persons, youth, low-wage workers, small and medium enterprises, the 

informal sector and vulnerable groups, especially those in humanitarian and conflict settings. We must see 

countries not only united to beat the virus but also to tackle its profound consequences. That means 

designing fiscal and monetary policies able to support the direct provision of resources to support workers 

and households, the provision of health and unemployment insurance, scaled up social protection, and 

support to businesses to prevent bankruptcies and massive job losses. What is needed is a large-scale, 

coordinated and comprehensive multilateral response amounting to at least 10 per cent of global GDP. 

Developed countries can do it by themselves, and some are indeed doing so. But we must massively 

increase the resources available to the developing world by expanding the capacity of the International 

Monetary Fund, namely through the issuance of special drawing rights, and the other international 

financial institutions to rapidly inject resources into the countries that need them. Coordinated swaps 

among central banks can also bring liquidity to emerging economies. Debt alleviation must be a priority – 

including immediate waivers on interest payments for 2020. 

Countries of the world need to be fully mobilized, providing guidance for global efforts, supporting 

country responses and placing our supply chains at the world’s disposal. Nations should establish Loan 

Schemes to SMEs revitalization of economies and recovery from the socio-economic shock.  

Finally, when we get past this crisis – which we will – we will face a choice. We can go back to the world 

as it was before or deal decisively with those issues that make us all unnecessarily vulnerable to crises. 

Everything we do during and after this crisis must be with a strong focus on building more equal, 

inclusive and sustainable economies and societies that are more resilient in the face of pandemics, climate 

change, and the many other global challenges we face in the world. 

Thank you. 

Armstrong E. Ogidi, Ph.D             

Chairman, C.O.C. 
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND CHALLENGES: 

A CRITICAL REVIEW ON IMPACT OF COVID -19 ON 

NIGERIA ECONOMY 
 

Okoro, Blessing Chineme, Ph.D 

Department of Business Management, Faculty of Management and Social Sciences, Godfrey 

Okoye University, Ugwuomu -Nike, Enugu State 

  

Blessing Anukaenyi, Ph.D 

Department of Educational Foundations, Faculty of Education, Godfrey Okoye University, 

Ugwuomu-Nike, Enugu State 

 

Ndema, Samuel Chukwuma 
Department of Public Administration, Faculty of Management and Social Sciences, Godfrey 

Okoye University, Ugwuomu- Nike 

 
ABSTRACT 

The main goal of this article is to explore the relationship between the sustainable development and 

challenges of the impact of Covid -19 on Nigeria economy. With the analysis of data obtained from 

secondary sources, this present study identified lack of accountability for sustainable development to 

include the challenges of leadership, unethical behavior, poor maintenance culture, poor management of 

resources, corruption on the part of public officials, and inadequate funds to execute projects in Nigeria 

in the present situation on the impact of Covid 19. This article therefore recommends, among others, the 

need for government to adopt a more practical approach to the promotion of accountability, a determined 

fight against corruption and unethical behavior, proper management of resources, and devotion of more 

funds to the execution of capital projects that could positively affect the lives of the people for improved 

standard of living. The study identified a positive relationship between sustainable developments at the 

firm level. Also, the study identified numerous challenges facing sustainable development which includes 

ineffective audit committees and low shareholders.                                

Keyword: Sustainable Development, Challenges, Covid 19, Nigeria Economy 
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PANDEMIC MARKETING STRATEGIES AND 

CUSTOMER PATRONAGE OF SMEs  
 

Acee-Eke, Beatrice Chinyere, Ph.D 
Bursary Department, Ignatius Ajuru University of Education Rumuolumeni, Port Harcourt, 

Rivers State Nigeria 

 

Ogonu, Gibson Chituru, Ph.D 
Marketing Department, Rivers State University, Nkpolu-Oroworukwo, Port Harcourt 

 
ABSTRACT 

The study examined pandemic marketing strategies and customer patronage of SMEs. The study adopted 

the correlational research design. A sample of 660 respondents selected from 330 Small and Medium 

Enterprises (SMEs), out of the 1,200 registered enterprises operating in Port Harcourt Rivers State, 

Nigeria participated in the study. A 40-item 2 marketing professionals or experts validated 4-point scale 

instrument titled “Pandemic Marketing Strategies and Customer Patronage Inventory” (PMSCPI) with a 

reliability coefficient of 0.841 was used to elicit data analyzed using regression analysis. The study 

revealed that: innovation, knowledge, and empathy statistically and significantly contributed 53.7%, 

61.2%, and 32.9% respectively to customer loyalty of SMEs. Again innovation, knowledge, and empathy 

statistically and significantly contributed 9.9%, 10.7%, and 6.3% respectively to customer retention of 

SMEs. Thus, among the recommendations was that: SMEs should adopt innovations (such as virtual 

advertising, home delivery, and shopping apps) as strategies for ensuring that their products and services 

reach, satisfy and influence their target customers continued loyalty and retention. Alongside, SMEs are 

encouraged to timely and humanely engage, communicate, and meet the changing customer needs for 

improved loyalty and retention.                                                                 

Keywords: pandemic marketing strategies, customer patronage, SMEs, Port Harcourt metropolis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Maiden Virtual International Conference on Economic Disruption and Global Impact of COVID-19 on Society 
(VICED-GI-COVID-19) on 27

th
 and 28

th
 August, 2020 

3 
 

EXPLORATORY STUDY OF PRESS FREEDOM IN THE 

COVERAGE OF COVID-19 PANDEMIC IN NIGERIA 

Dr. Kusugh Ternenge 
Department of Mass Communication, Veritas University, Abuja, Nigeria | Email: 

kusughternenge@gmail.com   

 

Dr. Ayabam Bibiana Nyiete 
Department of Mass Communication, Benue State University, Makurdi, Nigeria | Email: 

bibialex2000@yahoo.com   

 

ABSTRACT 

Coronavirus pandemic is currently ravaging the world with impacts felt in every sector of the economy. 

With this, the role of the press in providing in depth, objective, accurate and timely information is very 

crucial in preventing or reducing the spread of the virus and guide those affected towards services and 

treatment. Freedom is essential in the performance of the press in this regard. However, it was not clear 

how the press was free in the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic, hence, this empirical inquiry. Case 

study design involving four cases relating to the phenomenon was adopted to interrogate the puzzle in 

this study. Findings revealed the fights for press freedom by media organizations in Nigeria is not won 

yet as officials of government continue to abuse the right of journalists in the exercise of their legitimate 

duties like the coverage of COVID-19 pandemic. Arrests, charges, restriction on access to information, 

excessive fake news regulation, intimidation and physical attacks are used by the officials of government 

to prevent journalists from performing their legitimate watchdog functions amid the COVID-19 

pandemic. Meanwhile, press freedom violations amid the COVID-19 pandemic in Nigeria has negative 

impact on the ongoing effort to stem the pandemic as it prevent the public from having access to 

privileged and timely information that would have assist them better in fighting the disease. We 

concluded that press freedom is an essential factor that strengthens media independence and enhances 

effective performance but the existing cases of media freedom violations can limit the performance of the 

media in winning this fight. The study therefore, recommended for a freer environment for the press while 

operating within the confine of the law and ethics of their profession amid COVID-19 for a more positive 

result.               

Keywords: Exploratory Study, Press Freedom, Coverage, COVID-19 Pandemic 
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DOWNSIZING STRATEGY AND ORGANIZATIONAL 

RESILIENCE OF MICROFINANCE BANKS IN RIVERS 

STATE, NIGERIA: THE POST-COVID 19 ERA 

PERSPECTIVE 
1Joseph E. O. Oshi (Ph.D); 

2
Moses, V. Akaibe & 

3
Hubert D. Hettey 

1
joseph.oshi@uniport.edu.ng; 2moses_akaibe@uniport.edu.ng; 3hubert_hettey@uniport.edu.ng 

1&3 Department of Management 
2Department of Accounting 

Faculty of Management Sciences, University of Port Harcourt Nigeria 

 

ABSTRACT 
This work seeks to establish the link between downsizing strategies and organizational resilience of 

Microfinance Banks in Rivers state in the post COVID-19 era perspective. This study commenced before 

the COVID-19 pandemic, but the concluding part was caught up in the web of the pandemic which made 

the study relevant to the present times. Two hypotheses were generated and studied for the purpose of this 

study. The population comprised of ninety (90) management staffs that was conveniently selected from 

nine (9) licensed Microfinance Banks in Rivers State. Copies of questionnaire that was used to collect 

data were administered to Ninety (90) management staffs of these various Microfinance banks. Data 

collected were analyzed using the Pearson Moment Correlation Coefficient statistical tool with the aid of 

an SPSS v. 20.0. Results from the analysis was that there is a significant but negative relationship 

between relationship between downsizing strategy (workforce reduction strategy) and flexibility while a 

significant and positive relationship exist between downsizing strategies and adaptive capability. Base on 

the results, the researcher concluded that organizational downsizing strategy have positive and 

significant relationship with adaptive capability but a significant and negative correlation with flexibility. 

It was based on this conclusion that the recommendations were made with respect to the study as 

microfinance banks must adapt to the realities of the present post COVID-19 narratives. 

Keywords: Downsizing, workforce reduction, adaptive capacity, flexibility, organizational resilience, 

COVID-19  
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ASSESSMENT OF COVID-19 PANDEMIC IMPACT ON 

SMEs MARKETING ACTIVITIES IN RIVERS STATE, 

NIGERIA 
 

Acee-Eke, Beatrice Chinyere, Ph.D 

Bursary Department, Ignatius Ajuru University of Education Rumuolumeni, Port Harcourt, Rivers State 

Nigeria | Corresponding Email: bettyacee1@gmail.com/beatrice.acee-eke@iaue.edu.ng 

Akani, Godspower Henshaw 

Department of Marketing, Rivers State University, Port Harcourt, Rivers State Nigeria | Email: 

akanigospower@yahoo.com 

 

ABSTRACT 
This study aimed at investigating the impact of COVID-19 pandemic on SMEs marketing activities in 

Rivers State of Nigeria. A conceptual framework was used to illustrate a diagrammatic relationship 

between COVID-19 pandemic and SMEs marketing activities. The study adopted descriptive research 

design. The target population was all the SMEs registered with the Rivers State Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry, Port Harcourt, Rivers State. The study used purposive sampling technique and the sample 

size was 325. Data analysis was performed using regression analysis to show the effect of the 

independent variable on the dependent variable, and the Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) to explain the 

fitness of the model. The study revealed COVID-19 Pandemic significantly impacts SMEs in Port 

Harcourt, Rivers State. The study therefore concludes that, there is a strong, positive and significant 

impact of COVID-19 pandemic on SMEs marketing activities in Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria, and 

recommends amongst others that government should assist SMEs to assess fund which is a very effective 

tool for business sustainability during pandemic, to boost manufacturing, trade and supply chain 

activities.                                            

KeyWords: Marketing activities, Covid-19 pandemic, Port Harcourt, Rivers State, SMEs, 
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POTENTIALS OF THE MEDICINAL SYNTHETIC 

ALUMINUM-MAGNESIUM SILICATE: Al4 (SiO4)3 + 

3Mg2SiO4 → 2Al2 Mg3 (SiO4)3 ON THE ECONOMY, POST 

COVID-19 

Maduike C. O. Ezeibe 

 College of Veterinary Medicine, Michael Okpara University of Agriculture, Umudike-Abia State 

maduikeezeibe@yahoo.com  

 

ABSTRACT 
Molecules of Aluminum-magnesium silicate (AMS), a WHO and NAFDAC-approved 

medicine/pharmaceutical stabilizing agent consist of Nanoparticles which have negative electrical 

charges on their surfaces and positive charges on their edges. RNA viruses, including HIV and Covid-19 

virus have positive electrical charges. DNA viruses and abnormal cells are negatively charged. 

Therefore, AMS prevents attachment of viruses to cells, by opposite charges-electrostatic attraction. 

Thus, viral replication is inhibited and extra-cellular viruses, mopped. The Nanoparticles also adsorb 

onto abnormal cells so that tumor cells are mopped and infected cells, destroyed. As Nanoparticles, they 

are able to reach viruses and abnormal cells in all organs/tissues. When 100 % of each viral infection is 

mopped, patients suffering the disease recover. Nigeria does not have deposits of AMS but there are 

abundant deposits of Aluminum silicate and Magnesium silicate in the country. These minerals which are 

also WHO and NAFDAC-approved medicines, were used for a reaction to get the Medicinal synthetic 

AMS (MSAMS, Antivirt
®
). Dextrose monohydrate (Glucose®) was formulated with the MSAMS to 

convey the charged Nanoparticles (by active transport) across mucous membranes into blood, for 

circulation to organs/tissues. The MSAMS has proved effective against all nine viruses so far studied 

including HIV. As adjuvant, it has potentiated all five antimicrobial drugs so far studied and made them 

achieve ≥ 95 % reduction of infection-loads (preventing Antimicrobial Resistant infections : AMR).  Also, 

at 75 % of their doses, antimicrobials formulated with MSAMS and used with antioxidants, regain 

efficacy against AMR. So, the MSAMS prevents AMR and makes drugs recover effects against AMR. Use 

of these solid minerals which are abundant in the country (Aluminum silicate and Magnesium silicate) to 

synthesize MSAMS which provides solutions to the three major health challenges of the world (Viral 

diseases, Abnormal-cell diseases including Cancers/other tumors and AMR) would diversify  and 

enhance Nigerian economy. 
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EFFECT OF COVID-19 ON WORLD ECONOMIES 

 

Ogidi, Armstrong Emmanuel, Ph.D 

Department of Agribusiness, University of Agriculture, P.M.B. 2373, Makurdi, Benue State, 

Nigeria | Email: armstrongogidi@gmail.com  

 

Alum Charity, Ph.D 

Senior Lecturer, Department of Public Administration, Abia State Polytechnic, Aba 

 

Dr. (Mrs) Chidinma Udo-Orji 
Skillmark Media Ltd, Owerri 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

The objective of the study was to examine the effect of COVID-19 on economies. Economies need 

to implement a reconstruction and development program for their countries. At the individual level, 

citizens should not waste this crisis. This is a time for us to enrich our physical, spiritual, and 

emotional health, and not just focusing on avoiding the coronavirus. Create a new normal daily 

routine by eating well, exercise, and get sufficient rest. Enrich our mind by reading some great 

books, learning a new skill, visualize and document your long-term goals and plan to pursue those 

goals with passion when the Covid-19 pandemic is over. Spillover of Covid-19 pandemic into 

countries declined oil prices, which was an external shock, caused by the pandemic. The structural 

problems in countries at the time prolonged the economic crisis. The scope and severity of the 

economic crisis is a clear signal that growth and development reforms are needed in countries. In 

retrospect, some Governments used fiscal and monetary stimulus package as a partial solution to 

revive falling aggregate demand.  

Keywords: Economies, Effect of COVID-19 
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COVID-19 CRISES MANAGEMENT: A CONTINGENCY 

PERSPECTIVE 
 

Adim, Chidiebere Victor 
Doctoral Candidate, Department of Management, Faculty of Management Sciences, Rivers State 

University, Nkpolu-Oroworukwo, Port Harcourt, Nigeria. 

 

Emumena, David Emuhowho 
Doctoral Candidate, Department of Management, Faculty of Management Sciences, Rivers State 

University, Nkpolu-Oroworukwo, Port Harcourt, Nigeria 

 

 

 

ABSTRACT 
The spread of COVID-19 crisis resulting in large-scale travel restrictions continue to wreak havoc on the global 

businesses across different industries. In a bid to control the spread of the pandemic, countries of the world 

including Nigeria, have introduced lockdown which has significantly affected the almost all industries. The 

purpose of this study is to examine the aligning content of COVID-19 with the contingency management thought. 

The methodology adopted is literature review. This paper examined the adverse effect of Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

to the business across the globe. The findings based on the review of extant literature reveals that the coronavirus 

known as COVID19 has negatively affected a lot of businesses across the globe. The paper recommends that 

business organizations should focus on core competencies and capability development strategy for survival in the 

presence of such pandemic. 

Keywords: Crises Management, COVID-19, Proactive Strategies, Reactive Strategies 
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POTENTIALS OF COVID -19 FOR ECONOMIC 

GREATNESS IN EDUCATION IN NIGERIA 

Amina Aminu 
Federal College of Education, Yola, Nigeria | Email: aminuamina03@gmail.com 

Abdulhamid Muhammad 
Federal College of Education, Yola, Nigeria | Email:  abdulhamidmuhammad12@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT 
School closures as a result of Covid-19 interrupted learning and threw students, teachers, parents and all 

other stakeholders in confusion and disarray. To determine the potentials of Covid-19 for economic 

greatness in education, this paper examined and analysed the effects, experience gained and potentials of 

Covid-19 greatness in education as well as some of the challenges faced by education. The paper 

analysed; interrupted learning, poverty, poor healthcare and high economic costs among others. 

Similarly, the paper discussed the prospects of distance learning and different learning models towards 

addressing some of the challenges of school closures. The paper recommended among others review of 

national budget on education, provision of infrastructural social protection, safety and hygiene as well as 

adequate sensitization.            

Keywords: Covid- 19, Education, Economic, Potentials, Greatness. 
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THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON BUSINESSES IN 

NIGERIA 
 

Arikekpar, Obaima Ateibueri 
Department of Business Education, Isaac Jasper Boro College of Education, Sagbama, Bayelsa 

State, Nigeria | Email: obaimaa@yahoo.com  | Tel: +234(0)8030873250 

 
ABSTRACT 

The adverse effect of the Corona-virus outbreak is devastating the entire world leading to global 

economic crisis. Businesses around the world are feeling this impact and their existence are being 

threatened as going concerns. This paper examined the impact of Covid-19 on Businesses in Nigeria. The 

study employed  secondary data which were sourced from the Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) weekly 

reports from the period before the lockdown (Pre-Covid-19) ranging from 17th January, 2020 to 20
th
 

March 2020 and compared with the Period during the COVID-19 lockdowns from3rd April, 2020 to 5
th
 of 

June 2020  and analyzed using ordinary least squares regression technique. Findings revealed that 

consumer goods index and industrial goods index had a significant impact on the stock market All-share 

Index during the COVID-19 period while banking sector index and Oil/Gas index did not significantly 

impact on the NSE all share Index during the lockdown in Nigeria. The study recommends that businesses 

should take advantage of the Federal Government intervention on loan moratoriums and other measures 

to assist financial position of companies to cushion the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on businesses in 

Nigeria. 

 Keywords: Covid-19, businesses, All-share index, Sector Index. Nigeria    
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POTENTIALS OF COVID-19 FOR ECONOMIC 

GREATNESS IN AGRICULTURE: THE NIGERIAN 

CASE 

Azubuike, Chibuokwu Robinson 
Department of Business Administration, School of Business and Management Technology, Abia 
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ABSTRACT 

The important benefits of the agricultural sector to the Nigerian economy are enormous; but with 

COVID-19 pandemic, the challenges hampering the attainment of food security in Nigeria could deepen. 

This is what necessitated this study; to among other things, investigate the impact of COVID-19 pandemic 

on the Nigerian agricultural sector. The study explored the e-survey multi-stage sampling technique of 

data collection. A well-structured questionnaire was electronically distributed to 245 respondents drawn 

from the five Southeast states ADPs comprising of Abia, Imo, Anambra, Ebonyi and Enugu states of 

Nigeria. The reliability of the instrument was determined using the Cronbach’s Alpha coefficient. The 

study applied the mean, standard deviation, and the paired sample statistics to determine the effect of 

COVID-19 pandemic on the Nigerian agricultural sector. The findings of the study in answering the 

formulated research questions indicated that COVID-19, on average, influenced the Nigerian 

agricultural sector to a great extent. On the test for individual hypothesis, the result revealed that the 

pandemic exerted significant positive effect on Nigerian farmer’s earnings, influenced economic 

greatness potentials of the Nigerian agricultural sector; exert a negative significant effect on agricultural 

productivity in Nigeria, and a positive insignificant effect on Nigeria’s foreign exchange earnings 

through agricultural produce exportation. Also, the findings of the study revealed that the policies of the 

Nigerian government in response to the pandemic have significant effect on agricultural sector’s 

contribution to Nigeria economic recovery and growth. The study concluded that COVID-19 pandemic, 

though has its negative impacts on the economy, but also became a window to the realization and 

opening of untapped potentials for economic greatness of the Nigerian agricultural sector. The study 

recommended among others, the sustainability of policies and intervention programmes of the 

government, with effective feedback mechanism to ensure that these programmes are not subverted. 

Keyword: Agricultural Productivity, COVID-19 Pandemic, Nigerian economy.   
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ABSTRACT 

This study took a look at the effect of the devastating effect of the current Covid-19 on the operations of 

offshore banking and tax havens. The methodology for the study is discussive. It covered the various 

aspects of offshore banking and tax havens. The second part of the study looked at how the rampaging 

Covid-19 pandemic has affected and will continue affect offshore banking and tax havens. The study 

noted some perceived advantages and disadvantages of offshore banking and tax havens. The Covid-19 

as at present has emphasized the disadvantages especially tax havens. It is recommended that developing 

countries take up stringent policies against both since they have not benefitted them. Offshore banks and 

tax havens in the main have aggravated endemic corruption and looting of public funds in developing 

countries.             
Keywords: Offshore banking, offshore financial centres, tax havens, tax jurisdictions, tax 

evasion/avoidance, Covid-19 pandemic. 
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ABSTRACT 

The outbreak of COVID-19 has posed a serious challenge to the global community with every country and sector 

having a fair share of the impact on its economic activities. Agriculture, which is the mainstream of the economy of 

many countries, including Nigeria, is one of the sectors that are affected by this pandemic. This study therefore, 

investigated how the outbreak of COVID-19 has impacted on the information sourcing patterns of rural farmers in 

Nigeria. Survey research design was adopted with the questionnaire used as the research instrument for data 

collection. Data collected were analysed through descriptive method with multivariate frequency distribution tables 

and SPSS used as the statistical tools for data analysis. Findings revealed that the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic 

did not stop farmers from seeking agricultural information even though their preference for information in areas 

such as fertilizer application and weed control was higher compared to areas like agriculture loans, pest control 

and seed selection among others. Rural farmers in Nigeria were more exposed to the informal sources of 

agricultural information such as family members and fellow farmers compared to the formal and professional 

sources such as extension workers and the mass media. Among the sources of agricultural information available, 

the most credible one to rural farmers, however, was not related to the sources most available to them as radio was 

regarded as the source more credible and trustworthy to them as against family members and fellow farmers which 

happened to be the sources more available to the rural farmers in this period. Finding also revealed that the 

demand for information among rural farmers was not significantly related to the level at which such demands were 

met as sources of the agricultural information available to rural farmers were able to satisfy their information needs 

but to a little extent. Finding finally revealed that rural farmers faced the major challenge of poor radio/television 

signals, while lack of ownership of the radio/television set, COVID-19 lockdown protocol, lack of ICT infrastructure 

and illiteracy were the additional challenges that rural farmers faced in seeking for agricultural information in the 

era. The conclusion of this study was that the outbreak of COVID-19 does not make agricultural information less 

important to rural farmers in Nigeria but certain factors limit the sources available from satisfying their 

agricultural information needs. The study recommended that rural farmers’ agricultural information seeking 

behaviour in areas like agriculture loans, pest control and seed selection among others should be enhanced as it is 

by doing so that they can acquire adequate knowledge enough to fully develop the sector. Rural farmers should be 

trained in different areas of agricultural activities to make them more trustworthy by their folks since they are the 

closest sources to farmers in the rural areas.         

Keywords: Information Sourcing Patterns, Rural Farmers, Agricultural Production, COVID-19 Era 
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ABSTRACT 

The use of solar energy for cooling purposes is an attractive prospect; the key factor for this application is 

the availability of solar energy for Maiduguri climate and suitable cooling technology. The study aimed to 

model and simulate solar absorption cooling system for Maiduguri, in order to develop a model for vapor 

absorption cooling system, evaluate the coefficient of performance (COP) of the vapor absorption cooling 

system, and optimize the coefficient of performance (COP) .and validation studies of the COP. Aspen plus 

was used to simulate the solar-powered lithium bromide absorption system. The generator and absorber were 

modeled by using a multipurpose flash column. ASPEN PLUS uses the flash column to visualize generator 

and absorber operations. Simultaneously, a modular mode was used to solve the algebraic equations of the 

flow sheet. The Non-random two-liquid (NRTL) model and latent-heat enthalpy model were used in the 

simulation to obtain the thermodynamic properties and phase equilibrium of the Lithium bromide solution. 

The NRTL model software keeps all flashes as three-phase flashes (LLV) or two-phase flashes (LV). Liquid 

phase activity coefficients are calculated by the NRTL equation by the known values of the liquid phase mass 

fraction. The NRTL equation is a good method to solve the binary mixture where equilibrium prevails 

between liquid and vapor. It was discovered that the input values obtained from the optimization (the final 

values) were different from those of the steady-state simulation carried out prior to the optimization (initial 

values), also noticed that the final values were within the ranges specified for the input variables during the 

optimization. The study also noticed that the cooling capacity was increased from 32.3 kW to 430.7 kW while 

COP increased from 0.684 to 0.793 after optimization. 

 

Keywords: Cooling, Modeling, Simulation, Solar and Absorption  
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ABSTRACT 

The main aim of this study was to examine the effect of COVID-19 on agribusiness SMEs in Benue State, 

Nigeria. The population for this study is 415 registered agribusiness SMEs. Multi-stage random sampling 

was used to arrive at a sample size of 204. Data for the study was collected using structured 

questionnaire. Inferential statistics was used to analyze data. The Logit regression was used to realize the 

effect of COVID-19 on agribusiness SMEs in Benue State. A total of 204 questionnaires were sent-out and 

the same 140 were retrieved; after careful scrutiny, 18 were rejected, because they were defaced and 

improperly filled. Findings showed that an increase in education of agribusiness managers was 

statistically positive and significant at a value of 5%. The coefficient of the educational level of 

agribusiness managers is positively and significant at 1%. This implies that additional years of formal 

education can increase the chance of SMEs survival during COVID-19. Higher education can enhance 

acquisition of innovation/technology, skills/competencies and adaptation of existing knowledge to new 

ones. Experience of agribusiness SMEs was significant at 1%. An increase in experience of agribusiness 

SMEs, influence the likely probability that agribusiness SMEs will use or not use available raw materials. 

That is, odds ratio of COVID-19 influence and non-influence is increased by a factor of 0.0003427, with 

other factors remaining constant. Consumer preference for product is positive and significant at a value 

of 1%. The study concludes that, there is certainly an effect of COVID-19 on agribusiness SMEs in Benue 

State. Awareness of Government policy and incentives regarding COVID-19 and agribusiness SMEs 

should be encouraged by government agencies, especially the National Orientation Agency. Benefits from 

government policies incentives on COVID-19 and agribusiness SMEs should be encouraged by bringing 

on board NGOs and cooperatives in order to checkmate nepotism and favoritism.                           

Keywords: Agribusiness SMEs, effect of COVID-19, Benue State 
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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this paper is to examine the relationship between employee work self-estrangement and 

deviant behaviour in the hotel industry within the South-South Region of Nigeria. A survey design was 

adopted using questionnaire as the research instrument which was distributed to 291 employees of three 

selected hotels in the South-South region of Nigeria. The data derived were analyzed through the use of 

Spearman’s Rank Order Correlation Coefficient Statistical as well as t-statistics to test the relationship 

between the variables of the study through the use of Statistical Package for Social Sciences within a 

significance level of 0.05. The findings showed that employee work self-estrangement has significant 

influence on deviant behaviour vis-à-vis production deviance, property deviance, political deviance and 

personal aggression as measures of deviant behaviour in the studied hotels. We therefore recommend that 

managers should encourage the free flow of communications between employees and managers in order 

to reduce boredom that might lead employee exhibiting deviant behaviour in the organization and 

managers should give more priorities to employee participation so as to reduce employee work self-

estrangement and give necessary training to minimize the occurrence of deviant behaviours in the 

organization.  

Keywords: Work Alienation; Self-estrangement; Deviant Behaviour 
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ABSTRACT 

The year 2020 has been incredibly challenging for the global community.  The spread of the novel 

coronavirus known as Covid-19, has led to an unparalleled health crisis in countries across the world. 

The pandemic has also caused unprecedented panic and disruptions for both the public and private 

sectors and is considered an existential threat to the global economy with governments and businesses 

grappling with the effects. In Nigeria, the pandemic has generated critical challenges for Small and 

Medium Scale Enterprises(SMEs) thereby threatening their survival and forcing many to shift focus from 

routine operations to crisis management and alternate business response efforts. This paper sought to 

determine the challenges of Covid-19 pandemic to Small and Medium Scale Enterprises in Nigeria and 

identify the emerging opportunities arising as a consequence of the pandemic. Findings show that amidst 

the crisis caused by Covid-19, numerous opportunities have also emerged for innovative entrepreneurs to 

explore.  It was recommended that SMEs should assess the damages their companies may face and do 

their best to mitigate the negative effect of the pandemic while maximizing the new opportunities. 

Keywords: Novel, Covid-19, Pandemic, SMES, lockdowns,  Emerging,  Opportunities. 
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ABSTRACT 

The education sector was heated up when stakeholders in this sector assumed different positions on 

school resumption. The different positions were whether to keep locking down till such a time when it 

would be deemed safe for students to return to school or open up schools and insist on observance of 

Covid-19 guidelines. To help take this decision, this paper looked at the effect of Covid-19 guidelines on 

academic disruption. To this end, four hypotheses were formulated and subsequently tested. The survey 

was done with the aid of a four point Likert scale questionnaire comprising twenty four statements 

covering the independent variables (lockdown, wearing of face masks, maintenance of social/physical 

distancing, and regular hand washing) and the dependent variable (disruption of academic activities). 

Copies of this questionnaire were administered on 246 persons (students and lecturers) spread all over 

the country via WhatsApp to avoid physical contact with persons during this period of Covid-19. The 

result of the regression analysis revealed that lockdown of students significantly disrupts academic 

activities, despite the ongoing e-learning. With respect to opening up schools while observing Covid-19 

protocols, it was found that both wearing of face masks and maintenance of social/physical distancing did 

not have significant effect on disruption of academic activities. However, regular hand washing was 

found to have contributed significantly to disruption of academic activities. Consequently, the paper 

recommended that Federal government should reopen schools, while insisting that Covid-19 protocols be 

adhered to. Finally, since regular hand-washing was found to have significantly disrupted academic 

activities, the paper further recommended that tertiary institutions should insist on the use of alcohol 

based hand sanitizer. This will create marketing opportunities for institutions to market this product and 

other Covid-19 related products, hence boosting income generation of institutions.                        

Key Terms: Pandemic, COVID -19, Academic Disruption, Lockdown, E-learning. 
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ABSTRACT 

The coronavirus pandemic is wreaking havoc globally, leaving governments and communities struggling 

to find a response. The work titled: Covd-19: The Socio Economic Effect on Nigerians and the Way 

forward (Study of Aba Metropolis) is aimed at x-raying the socio-economic effect of the pandemic on 

Nigerians with recommendation on the way forward. The work is hinged on system theory. The study 

apply descriptive survey design, the researchers used purposive sampling technique to determine sample 

size from the Aba population. Data were generated through Socio-Economic Effect (SEE) survey 

questionnaire and analyzed with percentage. The finding is that the coronavirus (Covid-19) have 

tremendously crushed on the economic and social life of the people of Aba metropolis and by extension, 

Nigeria. The work therefore recommend full ease out of lockdown to ameliorate the sufferings and the 

social effect on the citizenry, howbeit, with the provision and observance of covid-19 protocol by 

government and individual. Also the central government and indeed other governments should actively 

respond through fiscal and monetary interventions and implement same to help both the Small and 

Medium Enterprises to bounce back.          

Keyword: Coronavirus (COVID-19), socio-economic, fiscal response, monetary response, and Small and 

Medium Enterprises (SMEs)  
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ABSTRACT 

This paper examines the impact of COVID -19 pandemic on the human social life with particular focus on 

the socio-psychological dimensions. Since 1918 – 2020, the world has witnessed various outbreaks of 

infectious diseases and pandemics that have greatly affected the sensibility of every sane individual 

across the globe. The impact of COVID -19 pandemic especially on the aged and the youths had been 

grievously devastated globally. Premised on projections and analysis based on experiential knowledge of 

facts on ground, this paper analyzes the COVID -19 pandemic crises within the frustration-aggression 

theory and argue that frustration is the bane of the various outburst of people all over the world against 

the period of lockdown and quarantine exercises. Through the paper an attempt is made to highlight the 

socio-psychological impacts of the pandemic on human life. The paper recommends that humans should 

follow the WHO stipulated rules to prevent the spread of the virus and concludes that corona virus has 

come to stay with humans just like other infectious diseases.       

Keyword: COVID -19, pandemic, social impacts, frustration-aggression theory. 
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ABSTRACT 

Small and medium scale businesses have been adjudged one of the corner stones of every thriving 

economy. The indispensable role SMEs play in developed, developing or underdeveloped economies have 

been well documented. As such, it is expedient to examine the internal and external factors that inhibits as 

well as fosters SMEs survival, especially in times of economic downturn. Hence the topic: Flexible Work 

Patterns: An Empirical Inquiry into Survival of SMEs in Nigeria amidst COVID-19 Pandemic. Given the 

restriction on movements and on the opening of non-essential businesses, an online survey method was 

employed for the study. Nine hundred and fifty-two (952) business owners participated in the online 

survey. Two null hypotheses were formulated and analysed through spearman rank order correlation 

coefficient at a 0.05 level of significance. The two null hypotheses were rejected and the alternate 

accepted; indicating a significant positive relationship between flexible work patterns and the survival of 

SMEs in Nigeria. The paper arrived at the conclusion that it is expedient for small businesses in Nigeria 

to embrace FWP as a veritable strategy to withstand and overcome the challenges posed by the COVID-

19 pandemic. It was also noted that the adoption of flexible work arrangements will help this category of 

businesses survive, thrive and compete favourably with their counterparts in other more developed 

countries that appear to be ahead in its adoption. And adopting FWP is no longer a luxury or a thing of 

choice, because the entire business world is now a “virtual village;” as such, any business that is not 

able to catch up will most likely not survive. As a result, policy direction for business owners were 

suggested.                                              
Keywords: Flexi‐time, Telework, Pay-flexibility, Task-flexibility, Survival, COVID-19 
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ABSTRACT 

This study aimed at investigating the impact of COVID-19 pandemic on logistics in clearing and 

forwarding companies in Rivers State of Nigeria. A conceptual framework was used to illustrate a 

diagrammatic relationship between dependent and independent variable. The study adopted descriptive 

research design. The target population was 55 staff members of clearing and forwarding companies in 

Port Harcourt. The study used simple random sampling technique to select respondents. The sample size 

was taken to be 275. A pilot study was carried out to refine the instrument. The quality and consistency of 

the survey was further assessed using Cronbach's alpha. Data analysis was performed on a computer 

using Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS Version 22) for Windows. Analysis was done using 

regression analysis and analysis of variance. The study revealed that COVID-19 pandemic negatively 

impact on  logistics practices. The study therefore concludes that, there is a negative impact of COVID-

19 pandemic on logistics operations of clearing and forwarding companies in Rivers State of Nigeria, 

and recommends amongst others that governments and management of clearing and forwarding 

companies should take steps to sustain this crucial sector during the period of Covid-19 pandemic, to 

ensure they remain in a position to perform transportation, warehousing and inventory management 

activities in the future.                             

Key Words: Clearing and forwarding companies, Covid-19 pandemic, Logistics practices, Rivers State. 
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ABSTRACT 

The study examined the roles of information technology in COVID-19 pandemic. The researcher was 

faced with the problem of controlling COVID-19 disease by the third world and developing countries. 

The objectives of the study are to find out the roles of information technology in COVID-19 pandemic and 

to find out the risks of information technology in COVID-19 pandemic. Two research questions were 

posed to guide the study. The area of study is two social media Apps – WhatsAPP and FacebookApp. A 

10 – item questionnaire was used to collect data from the respondents. Ten – item likert type instrument 

was validated and CronbachAlpha reliability Coefficient of .96 was yielded. The study attempted to 

answer two research questions using descriptive statistics. The result indicated that information 

technology can be used to track COVID – 19 disease activity in real-time, screen individuals and 

populations for COVID-19 disease, implement quarantine, diagnose infected persons, provide 

telemedicine and virtual care. Findings further revealed that if risks of IT in COVID-19 such as breach of 

privacy, high costs, requirements of management, regulation and validation of IT systems, violation of 

civic liberties, unable to diagnose patients accurately are tackled, IT could help eradicate COVID-19 

disease. Based on the findings, recommendations were made among others that to effectively implement 

information technology globally, intervention should be tailored to the target regions and broadband 

access requires federal and private sectors investment in technology and infrastructures.                           

Keywords: COVID-19, IT, Roles, Risks. 
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ABSTRACT 

In the study, a research question with 8 multiple choice items was formulated and administered to 50 

financial experts in oil and gas industry to elicit responses through a questionnaire. The questionnaire 

was constructed using Likert Four-Point Scale Response Alternative and analysed using weighted mean. 

The study also sourced for information through secondary means from very reliable sources. The data 

collected from both primary and secondary sources were analyzed using Pearson’s Product Moment 

Correlation Coefficient. Thereafter, six hypotheses were tested using correlation coefficient table for 

critical values of hypothesis. The level of significance was 5%. The study found out that there is negative 

financial impact of COVID-19 pandemic on Nigeria’s oil and gas industry. It also found out that there is 

no significant relationship between number of COVID-19 confirmed cases and prices of locally consumed 

petroleum products. Thus, the researchers among others recommend that oil and gas industry in Nigeria 

should fully open for business with adequate measures taken to prevent the COVID-19. It also 

recommends that subsidy on petroleum products should be removed so that forces of demand and supply 

can detect market prices. 

Keywords: COVID-19 pandemic, financial impact, oil and gas industry, petroleum products 
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ABSTRACT 

This paper addressed the quest to re-strategize marketing mix strategizes in this period of the COVID-19 

pandemic. The significance of this study is on how to mitigate the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on 

consumers in Nigeria. The paper highlights the challenges facing the consumers in this period of COVID-

19 crisis, the disruption of the consumer habits of buying as well as shopping. It argued that the core 

function of marketing is customers (consumers) want satisfaction. Therefore, marketers should be able to 

create this much-needed customer satisfaction at any given point in time – whether boom or recession. 

The script paid attention to the fundamental 4Ps of marketing, re-inventing of the 4Ps into 4Cs, the SAVE 

model, and the 4Es framework. The methodology emanated from personal observations of the 

contemporary happenings in Nigeria and its economy as well as secondary data. The study concludes 

that marketing managers should contend with how to re-organize their marketing efforts considering the 

challenges facing the consumers in Nigeria. The study provides a recommendation on how to mitigate the 

impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on consumers in Nigeria. 

 

Keywords: Nigeria, COVID-19, consumer satisfaction, marketing mix, strategies, marketing  
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Thank you colleagues, 

I am pleased to provide some closing remarks. We were privileged to hear the highlights from 

expert scholars who are highly relevant, for today’s theme: economic disruption and global 

impact of COVID-19 on society.  

The current pandemic has had a disruptive impact on the economic phenomenon in the world in 

multiple ways and some of the repercussions may be long-lasting. Timely and good quality data 

would be critical to meaningfully follow up continuing developments and to identify changes 

that may require an immediate policy, or operational, response for economies. 

The pandemic has revealed that we need to modernise our data collection, be able to produce 

evidence much faster and, very importantly, employ the new evidence to boost timely and 

proactive responses. 

The economic recession that we have in front of us is likely to be harmful in terms of mental and 

physical health and could result in a significant increase of economic despair in the general 

population. It can be expected that it will amplify the negative consequences of the pandemic for 

people and societies who do not strategize to new ways of curbing the challenges posed by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

I hope we meet again in our next conference. Thank you! 

Armstrong E. Ogidi, Ph.D           

Chairman, C.O.C.  

 

 




